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I t  i s  with  great  pleasure  that  we  
announce the re - launching of  our  pub -
l icat ion,  the Ear th Focus  magazine 
or iginal ly  begun in  1992.   The ar t i -
c les  avai lb le  on l ine wi l l  a l low many to 
be informed,  to  quest ion and to  share 
common exper iences  that  touch on 
susta inable  development.  Wishing you 
a  good read.   Marco Föl lmi ,  Pres ident 
of  the Ear th Focus  Foundat ion. 
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Upper  photo EFM Editor ia l  Committee f rom top 

lef t ,  R idima,  Mar t in ,  M i l l i ,  Laura ,  N icola  and 

Camil le.  Lower  image conference focusing on 

Lat in  Amer ica  & co - organised by Ear th Focus. 

Complementar y  conferences, 
debates  and discuss ions  were 
organised to  keep a  fo l low up 
element  and for  more oppor-
tunit ies  for  exchange.

 H istory      of   ef   maga   z ine   

Fol lowing the histor ic  R io  Ear th 

Summit  in  1992,  a  l ively  debate was 

held at  the Pregny campus of  the 

Geneva I nternat ional  S chool .  With the 

help M r.  David Batten,  the outcome of 

that  discuss ion led to  the publ icat ion 

of  the f i rst  Ear th Focus 

magazine.

S ince then,  36 

issues  have been 

publ ished and c i rcu-

lated wor ldwide fos-

ter ing exchange and 

fur ther  discuss ion.  Stu-

dents  at  ever y  level ,  whether  pr imar y, 

secondar y  or  in  higher  educat ion 

contr ibuted content  as  wel l  as  regu-

lar  input  by a  host  of  exper ts .

 Foreword 

have a  stor y 

to  share?

Write  us !

COVER 
COMPE TITION

I n celebrat ion of 
the re - launch of 
the Ear th Focus 
Magazine we would 
l ike  to  invite  you to 
help choose what 
best  represents 
us  and what  we 
stand for  within  our 
foundat ion. 

We invite  you to  a 
cover  page compe -
t i t ion for  our  nex t 

i ssue!  What  do you think represents 
Ear th Focus  Foundat ion?!  Dont  miss 
your  chance to  have your  ar t work , 
photograph,  or  drawing presented as 
the cover  page of  our  nex t  i ssue!  We 
warmly  invite  you to  show us  what  you 
think of  i ssues  within  the Sustainable 
Development  realm!   The overal l  theme 
for  the nex t  i ssue is  Down to Ear th , 
What  does  this  mean? To us  i t  means 
putt ing things  back into perspec-
t ive,  gaining a  sense of  real i t y  within 
a  media  crazed information societ y, 
examining the wor ld  and i ts  i ssues 
f rom a  hol ist ic  and access ible  v iew. 
What  does  Down to Ear th mean to  you? 
I nterested in  par t ic ipat ing? 

Please send your  submiss ions  to 
editor@ear thfocus.org

for    content      

sumbissions            send    

your    material       

together        with     your   

name     to :

 

editor     @ earthfocus          .

org 

W e  LO O K  F O R WA R D  TO 

S H A R I N G  YO U R  S TO R Y

 I n  an atmosphere of  cont inuous 

dis information,  many impor tant 

developments  (and past  ones)  con-

t inue to  be ignored.  I t  i s  in  this  con-

tex t  that  the idea to  re launch the 

Ear th Focus  magazine was  taken. 

The thing is  we have solut ions  to 

most  wor ld  problems.  They just 

need suppor t  to  be real ised.

Now is  the t ime for  ac t ion!t ion con-

tr ibuted content  as  wel l  as  regular 

input  by a  host  of  exper ts .

LEARN
S H A R E
& AC T
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O f course  af ter  years  of  fa i l ing to  agree anything comprehensive,  i t  was  impor tant  to  show that 

the wor ld  can agree on something,  even i f  the sum total  of  the intended contr ibut ions  fa l ls  far 

shor t  of  what  is  needed to  del iver  a  result  below t wo degrees  Cels ius.   But  the only  arm of  imple -

mentat ion,  in  real i t y,  i s  moral  suas ion.   Countr ies  may wel l  feel  they need to  play  their  par t  and, 

i f  they do,  so  much the better.   I f  they don’t  there  is  not  much we can do other  than wr ing our 

hands and lament  the bad fa i th  in  evidence.

Or  maybe not .   Happi ly,  we don’t  depend on governments  for  the bulk  of  the progress  made.  

Poss ibly  the most  di rec t  result  of  the Par is  agreement  is  that  i t  represents  a  cer ta in  guarantee of 

cont inuit y  and a l ignment  in  c l imate pol ic y,  and that  in  turn t ranslates  into a  major  shi f t  in  the 

investment  patterns  of  pr ivate  capita l  owners.   The posit ive  ef fec t  of  th is  shi f t  –  matched with 

the pol ic y  and regulator y  moves  by the more advanced governments  -  could precipitate  a  t rans-

formative change in  the a l ignment  of  investment  with low- carbon goals ,  which is ,  a f ter  a l l ,  the 

thi rd  objec t ive  of  the Par is  agreement.

The result  i s  probably  most  evident  in  the pace at  which c lean energy technology is  developing 

and being adopted around the wor ld.   Fur ther  development  of  renewable  energy,  batter y  stor-

age,  e lec tr ic  vehic les  and the l ike  could take us  a  long way to  meet ing the goals  of  the c l imate 

agreement.   We may succeed s imply  because the market  is  going in  that  di rec t ion any way,  a l ign-

ing with the establ ished publ ic  pol ic y  goals .   Par is  wi l l  have speeded up the market  t ransit ion.

The SDGs –  for  a l l  the enthusiasm and determinat ion of  countr ies  to  implement  them -  are 

unl ikely  to  have the same market-transforming impac t .   Even i f  they were solemnly  adopted, 

whether  or  not  they are  implemented at  the nat ional  level  i s  up to  the countr ies  themselves.  

As ide f rom reputat ion,  peer  pressure  and the fear  of  our  problems growing steadi ly  worse,  there 

are  no real  tools  with  which to  exerc ise  accountabi l i t y.   The complexit y  of  the SDG agenda means 

that  i t  cannot  represent  the sor t  of  f ramework that  investors  are  look ing for,  so  i ts  impac t  on 

shi f t ing patterns  of  investment  may not  be ver y  great .

The real  quest ion,  however,  i s  that  which asks  i f  susta inable  development  is  genuinely  compat-

ible  with the dominant  global  system of  economic  organizat ion.   I f  i t  i s ,  there  is  a  major  adjust-

ment  job to  be done.   I f  not ,  however,  what  we need is  t ransformation –  a  shi f t  that  fundamen-

tal ly  changes the way in  which we re late  to  the planet ,  and in  par t icular  in  the way that  f inan-

c ia l  and capita l  markets  work .   We cannot ,  under  this  scenar io,  wait  around for  markets  to  lead us 

through the needed changes.

Naomi K le in ,  in  her  book “ This  Changes Ever ything”,  s tates  stark ly  that  we can have e i ther  a  t wo 

degree cei l ing,  or  we can cont inue to  use coal ,  but  not  both.  I f  she is  r ight  –  and I  s t rongly  sus-

pec t  she is  –  then we need not  only  to  make the choice,  but  to  face up to  i ts  consequences  as 

quick ly  as  poss ible. 

Susta inable
Development
Rethink ing the meaning 
of  commitment.  

2015 was a  bumper  year  for  promises.   I n  July  our 

governments  adopted the Addis  Ababa Ac t ion 

Agenda on Financing for  Development.   I n  Sep -

tember,  they adopted the 2030 Agenda with i ts 

17 Sustainable  Development  Goals  and 169 tar-

gets.   And,  to  crown the year,  they adopted the 

Par is  c l imate accord in  December,  under  which 

governments  committed to  ac t ion to  keep global 

warming wel l  below 2 degrees  Cels ius.

Before  we conclude that  our  work  is  done,  however,  we should ask  ourselves  exac t ly  what  is 

meant  when our  governments  solemnly  adopt  these tex ts.   To what  exac t ly  are  they “commit-

t ing”?   I s  there  any way ef fec t ively  to  hold them to their  commitments?   Can a  pr ice  be exac ted 

should they neglec t  to  do what  they promised?

Past  prac t ice  is  not  encouraging.   The l i s t  of  goals ,  targets,  ac t ion plans,  s t rategies  and other  cer-

emonial  attr ibutes  of  consensus  that  have gathered dust  on the shel f  grows longer  by the day.  

The real i t y  i s  that  whi le  governments  get  plent y  of  credit  for  s igning up,  there  is  no real  pr ice  to 

be paid for  fa i l ing to  comply  and a  mi l l ion ready excuses  for  lett ing commitment  f lag unt i l  a  new 

set  of  goals  can be adopted and replace the old  set .

Back to  the 2015 crop:  what  is  the nature  of  our  commitment  to  the SDGs,  or  to  the Par is  agree -

ment?   Both are,  of  course,  voluntar y.   Neither  i s  b inding or  enforceable  in  the normal  sense of 

the term.   Nobody can take a  UN State  member  to  cour t  over  i ts  fa i lure  to  implement  the ac t ions 

i t  solemnly  and publ ic ly  under took to  del iver.   I ndeed,  the Par is  Agreement  was  bui l t  f rom the 

bottom up,  on the bas is  of  the “ I ntended Nat ional ly-Determined Contr ibut ions” of  each Par t y.   I n 

other  words,  countr y  X  sa id  “we are  prepared to  do this” and the others  took note.   Put  a l l  these 

INDCs together  and you have a  catalogue of  promises  made.   What  we agreed to  was  what  was 

agreed.   No countr y  is  obl iged to  do more than what  they declared they intended to  do any way.  

I n  fac t ,  no countr y  is  even obl iged to  do that .

by 
M ark   

halle     ,  iisd    

( int  .  institute         

for    sustainable          

development          )
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Frank ly,  i t  means k i l l ing the coal  industr y  by whatever  legal  means poss ible  –  legis lat ion,  socia l 

movements,  s tar v ing of f  funding,  d ivestment,  s t randing assets,  technological  advance,  pro -

grammes for  the af fec ted workers  and communit ies,  or  whatever  i t  takes.

This  i s  the k ind of  rethink ing we need to  get  used to  i f  we are  genuinely  going to  achieve the 

SDGs or  l imit  g lobal  warming to  the t wo degree cei l ing or,  hopeful ly,  much less.   I t  i s  not  t inker-

ing around with adjustments  to  the current ,  fa i led,  system.   Again ,  the current  real i t ies  of  f inance 

of fer  a  sober ing wake -up.   Est imates  of  what  is  required to  implement  the SDGs range bet ween 

$1.8  and $5 t r i l l ion dol lars  per  year  through 2030.  I t  seems l ike  a  large f igure  but  i t  i s  only  a 

smal l  percentage of  g lobal  GDP –  or  even of  assets  under  management.  A  recent  repor t  f rom 

OECD suggests  that  some $21 tr i l l ion is  h idden f rom publ ic  v iew,  evading taxes  and contr ibut-

ing l i t t le  to  the publ ic  purse.   Loopholes  a l low a  s ingle  corporat ion -  Apple  -  to  keep cash pi les  of 

a lmost  $300 bi l l ion abroad,  out  of  the reach of  the US I nternal  Revenue S er vice  and outs ide the 

produc t ive  economy.

 By  contrast ,  of f ic ia l  development  ass istance –  which never  came c lose to  the target ,  set  in  1966, 

of  0 .7% of  the GDP of  the OECD countr ies  -  hovers  around $140 bi l l ion,  and that  f igure  is  l ike ly 

to  s ink  rather  than r ise.   Our  target  of  ra is ing $100 bi l l ion per  year  to  spend on urgent  c l imate 

ac t ions  in  developing countr ies  through the Green Cl imate Fund has  not  even hit  the 20% mark .

And yet ,  at  the same t ime,  we spend some $500 bi l l ion a  year  subsidis ing carbon-based fuels , 

an incent ive  that  di rec t ly  and conspicuously  undermines  the c l imate targets  set  out  in  the Par is 

agreement.   That  i s  four  t imes the total  of  development  ass istance and,  s ince i t  has  a  per verse 

ef fec t ,  ser ves  to  cancel  i t  out  to  a  large ex tent .

We a l l  k now that  a id  wi l l  not  del iver  development.   The capita l  avai lable  in  the pr ivate  sec tor 

wi l l  need to  be mobi l ized.   I t  i s  d isturbing therefore  to  learn that  t wo t iny  Car ibbean colonies 

–  the Cayman Is lands and the Br i t ish  Vi rgin  Is lands –  receive more foreign direc t  investment 

than Afr ica ,  or  that  the 50 or  so  Least-Developed Countr ies  –  those most  in  need of  investment  - 

receive no more than 5% of  aggregate FDI .

Susta inable  development  requires  not  only  doing new,  good,  things  but  phasing out  unsustain-

able  prac t ices.   Many of  those prac t ices  are  to  be found in  the rules  that  govern f inancia l  and 

capita l  markets.   I t  i s  no use s i t t ing around and hoping that  the wor ld  wi l l  suddenly  wake up and 

ac t  responsibly,  in  the long-term interests  of  the ent i re  planetar y  populat ion.   The rewards  for 

favour ing shor t-term gain over  long-term benef i t ,  of  invest ing in  ac t iv i t ies  that  damage socia l 

cohesion,  and organiz ing to  secure advantages  for  a  specia l  interest  group at  the expense of  the 

populat ion at  large are  s imply  too great .

Not ic ias  Posit ivas  based in  Argent ina shared an inter v iew with us  about  a  recent 
venture  to  make paper  f rom stone.  Belgian entrepreneur  Gunter  Paul i  i s  the creator 
of  the ZERI  foundat ion that 's  dedicated to  promoting the concept  of  a  B lue Economy 
and Asian businessman Henr y  L iang,  CEO of  the Lung M eng Technologies  Co. ,  whose 
company produces  stone paper.  Yes,  L iang produces  paper  made of  stone and not  cel lu-
lose pulp.

-What  impor tance does  a  projec t  l ike  this  have under

the concept  of  B lue Economy?

Gunter  Paul i :   -B lue Economy proposes  that  we use what  is

avai lable  local ly,  and that  we focus  on creat ing more added

value for  what  is  a l ready avai lable.  I t  suggests   that  we respond

to the countr y ’s  necess i t ies,  and that  we regenerate  the

environment,  us ing a  c lean,  healthy and ful l  of  added value

produc t ion.  Stone paper  is ,  a f ter  a l l ,  l imestone;  a  res idue of

mining ac t iv i t y.  This  res idue is  combined (80 %)  with plast ics

(20 %) ,  that  can a lso be rec ycled,  and the combinat ion of  both

gives  us  a  t ype of  paper  that  doesn’t  need water  or  cutt ing trees

for  i ts  produc t ion,  and that  can be rec ycled for  ever.  This  i s  B lue

Economy.]

-What  is  the role  of  the M inistr y  of  Environment  regarding this  t ype of  in i t iat ive? 

Sergio  Bergman:  -With you we share  good news,  and i t  i s  good news to  migrate  f rom just  seeing 

the environment  to  ac tual ly  protec t ing i t  –  when we are  a lways  ar r iv ing late  or  in  the wrong 

way- ,  and seeing the State  as  a  ‘Green Pol ice’ that  has  to  be control l ing and audit ing to  not  gen-

erate  damage.  M igrate,  I  say,  towards  the paradigm of  susta inable  development,  which wants 

to  st imulate  a  responsible  use of  the environment  that  generates  added value,  that  changes the 

paradigm.
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Author  in 
Focus :

Answer ing this  quest ion in  an academic  way is  a l ready l im-

i t ing the v iew on what  Sustainable  Development  (SD)  ac tu-

al ly  i s ,  when us ing exclus ively  a  cognit ive  mental  approach. 

Yes,  SD is  a  sc ience,  in  the c lass ical  understanding of  this 

word:  analyt ica l ,  pragmatic,  and wel l - founded on concrete 

and repeatable  results .  But  SD is  a  rat ional  approach of  com-

plexit y,  and therefore,  SD is  not  reduc t ionist ,  and does  not 

chunk real i t y  into separate  and wrongly  supposed indepen-

dent  pieces.  On the contrar y,  SD is  demonstrat ing that  these 

old  and l imited think ing ways  are  l imit ing our  understanding 

of  real i t y.  Because SD goes  across  di f ferent  sc ient i f ic  f ie lds, 

considers  di f ferent  points  of  v iew,  connec ts  layers  of  real i t y 

in  a  hol ist ic  way and opens to  the dynamics  of  se l f - organis ing 

systems. 

Let ’s  be prac t ica l  and consider  a  s imple  example for  the determinat ion of  an agr icultural  best 

prac t iced,  in  sub -Saharan Afr ica .  On the one hand,  you have the poss ibi l i t y  to  increase the 

grain  crop by 60% to 80%,  by the use of  chemical  fer t i l izers  that  are  f inanced at  f i rst  with 

development  grants  f rom nor thern countr ies.  On the other  hand,  you can consider  the use of 

seeds  speci f ic  of  the ar id  areas,  of  organic  fer t i l izers ,  and new prac t ices  combined with ances-

tra l  and local  forgotten agr icultural  prac t ices,  and get  a  200% and more grain  crop increase. 

The local  autonomy,  the preser ved sanit y  and l ivel iness  of  the soi l ,  the preser ved sanit y  of 

dr ink able  water  and the preser ved biodivers i t y  would be some of  the complementar y  decis ion-

mak ing cr i ter ia .

What  k ind of  environment  do we want  to  leave for  the nex t  generat ions?    Deser t  lands poi-

soned with defol iant  chemicals ,  radioac t ive  nucl ides,  mor tal  mines  and bombs and other  wit-

nesses  of  our  warr ior  madness?  Dead lands exhausted by greed,  ignorant  se l f ishness  and wel l -

maintained stupidit y?  Obviously,  the war  business  is  the most  prof i table  in  the shor t  term and 

a lso an economical  and ecological  d isaster  in  the long term,  as  this  deadly  shor t-term prof i t-

abi l i t y  i s  not  consider ing the cost  for  mater ia l  rehabi l i tat ion and col latera l  damages.  And I  am 

not  saying a  word on the human and environmental  damages… 

So now lets  ta lk  about  wolves.   These beings  are  a  symbol  of  ferocit y  in  human 

mythology.  But  the specia l ists  studying their  socia l  behaviours  wi l l  te l l  about  the huge 

amount  of  t ime they spend playing ever y  day.  And when wolves  were re - introduced in 

Yel lowstone nat ional  park  in  the 90’s ,  the unexpec ted consequences  surpr ised a l l  obser vers. 

Not  only  did  the wolves  regulate  the populat ion of  e lks,  but  they helped in  changing the eco -

system,  and restored the health  of  the park ,  increas ing biodivers i t y,  changing the shape of 

the r ivers,  s topping eros ion … 

(http://w w w.f i lmsforac t ion.org/watch/how-wolves- change -r ivers/ ) 

Susta inable 
Development 
as  a  Sc ience?

Didier  B lasco -  Consult ing 

Engineer  and Teacher, 

loves  to  share  his  k nowl-

edge,  d isseminate infor-

mation and animate,  with 

much l i s tening and creat iv-

i t y,  to  lead towards  auton-

omy and asser t ive  expres-

s ion of  personal  gi f ts . 

H is  feel ings  about  Ear th 

Focus  Foundat ion:  “New 

approaches  to  susta inabi l -

i t y  through empathy and 

ethics,  opening to  innova-

t ive  educat ion and man-

agement  prac t ices.”
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For  a  Tea l ight  Holder  you need:

- 	 A  used can 

- 	 Sc issors 

For  a  Secret  compar tement  Book Box you need:

- 	 Old Book 

- 	 Glue 

- 	 K ni fe/Cutter 

Ac tual ly,  th is  ‘apex predator ’ i s  a lso  protec t ing l i fe !  This  example demonstrates  the complex-

i t y  of  l iv ing systems with emerging poss ibi l i t ies  and sel f - regulat ing interac t ions.  S o yes,  SD is 

a  l i t t le  more than a  t radit ional  sc ience:  ac tual ly,  a  systems’ sc ience and the way to  a  recovered 

wisdom.

I nspired by nature 's  intel l igence,  permaculture  is  a l ready proving the point  for  many years.  The 

Pharmaceut ical  industr y  understood a  long t ime ago that  they had to  hurr y  and study the hun-

dreds  of  medic ine plants  that  surround the v i l lages  of  so - cal led pr imit ive  autochthonous popu-

lat ions  in  the t ropical  forests ,  hopeful ly  before  these nat ive  people  and their  culture  disappear 

thanks  to  our  c iv i l i sat ion of  technical  ‘progress '  . . .

And SD is  more than a  sc ience as  i t  helps  us  reconnec t  with bas ic  human values  and sk i l l s  such 

as  tolerance ( for  d ivers i t y  being inherent  to  l i fe  and par t  of  the nature’s  intel l igence) ,  intuit ion 

( for  a  mental  rat ional  approach is  not  a lways  best) ,  sensibi l i t y  ( through awareness  of  our  roots 

and explor ing our  feel ings  and moods when connec t ing with nature,  i ts  wonder,  i ts  beaut y) . 

We learn about  our  own nature  f rom animals  and plants,  and we f ind help and radical  new ways 

of  suppor t  for  d isabled human beings.  Dogs help re integrat ion into societ y,  a lpacas  suppor t 

aut ist ic  chi ldren. . .  Yes,  SD is  much more than a  sc ience:  ac tual ly  the way of  a  recovered pass ion 

for  human l i fe. 

With the consciousness  of  our  mult iple  facets  as  sensibi l i t y,  creat iv i t y,  rat ional i t y,  we can step 

back and get  r id  of  the reduc t ionist  t r ick ,  and stand up in  our  accountabi l i t y  towards  past  gen-

erat ions  and the ones  to  come.   SD wi l l  help us  recover  our  empathy,  s imply  being for  the sake 

of  i t ,  and f ind and explore  feel ings  and states  of  mind that  wi l l  only  occur  with our  connec t ion 

to  l i fe,  within  us  and in  the mar vel lous  wor ld  surrounding us,  giv ing back a  sense and pleasure, 

and more beaut y,  for  and by the love that  we are  and that  we want  to  express  and share. 

AR TS & CRAFTS 
IDEAS

Here at  Ear th Focus  we thought  i t  impor tant  to 
get  craf t y  and exper iment  with rec ycled mater i -
a ls  to  come up with some reusable  ar t works.  Not 
only  is  i t  a  fun projec t  but  i t  puts  the ideas  of 
Susta inabi l i t y  into prac t ice 

For  a  No -Sew T-shir t  Tote  Bag you need:

- 	 An old  T-shir t 

- 	 Sc issors 

- 	 Fabr ic  paint/  Decorat ions 

re-use 
and 

recycle
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m i c r o p l a s t i c s

M icroplast ics  ac t  as  l i t t le  sponges with their  sur face area  containing concentrat ions  of  harmful 

pol lutants.  These minute pieces  are  mistaken for  a lgae and k r i l l ,  consumed by smal l  f i sh ,  then 

bigger  f i sh ,  then bigger  mammals :  Even humans! 

w h at  yo u  c a n  d o

This  i s  a  comprehensive guide on how to e l iminate  plast ic  f rom your  dai ly  l ives.  Whi le  i t  i s  not 

easy,  s ince plast ic  i s  ever y where,  i t ’s  a  cause wor th f ight ing for.

i n t r o d u c t i o n

Plast ic  produc t ion began back in  the 

1840’s  and to  this  day,  ever y  piece of 

p last ic  produced st i l l  remains  on the 

ear th .  This  i s  because plast ic  does  not 

biodegrade.  Now,  any of  the mi l l ions 

of  p last ic  produc ts  thrown out  lay  way 

into the future  e i ther  in  landf i l l s  or  in 

our  precious  oceans.

p l a s t i c  i n  t h e  o c e a n s

Due to  UV radiat ion and the mechani-

cal  forces  of  the wind and waves,  p las-

t ics  break down and f ragment.  Pieces 

deter iorate  into microplast ics  increas-

ing their  sur face area and the poss ibi l -

i t y  of  chemical  t ranspor t .

P last ic  Free L iv ing
An Exclus ive  Guide

“I t  looks  l ike  she is  mak ing a  garden border  with her  empt y wine bott les,” says  Volta i re.   “Madame 

Rosemar ie  l ikes  to  dr ink  wine so she has  lots  of  wine bott les.”

“ That ’s  a  great  idea,” states  Max.   “Not  only  is  she mak ing her  garden prett y  but  she is  a lso  doing 

something impor tant  for  our  environment.”

“ Why is  putt ing wine bott les  into the ground impor tant  for  our  environment?” asks  Volta i re.

“She is  putt ing the 3R ’s  into prac t ice,” answers  M ax.

“ What  are  the 3R ’s?” asks  Volta i re.

“ The 3R ’s  stand for  Reduce,  Resuse and Rec ycle,” expla ins  M ax.   “ When we reuse things,  we reduce 

waste  and that ’s  good for  the environment.   When M adame Rosemar ie  uses  empt y wine bott les  to 

make a  garden border  she is  rec ycl ing the wine bott les  and us ing them for  another  purpose.  “

“ I  see,” says  Volta i re.   “ I  have to  do something now so I  wi l l  see you later.”

“ Where are  you going?” asks  Max.

“ I ’m going to  f ind my dog grooming brush and br ing i t  to  M adame Rosemar ie  so  she can groom me,” 

repl ies  Volta i re.   “Af ter  Madame Rosemar ie  brushes  me she takes  the fur  f rom the grooming brush and 

leaves  i t  for  the birds  who use i t  to  bui ld  their  nests.   S o,   I  am going to  rec ycle  some of  my fur  and 

help to  protec t  the environment.   We should a l l  do our  par t .”

TALK ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT  

 

 “Hey M ax,” says  Volta i re.   “ Why is  M adame Rosemar ie  tak ing 

a l l  those empt y wine bott les  out  to  her  vegetable  garden?” 

“ I  don’t  k now ” repl ies  M ax.   “  Let ’s  f ind out .”

MAX & VOLTAIRE

T he   M ax   and    V oltaire      A dventure         S eries     ™ were     created       by  M ina    M auerstein         B ail      

TO  find     out    more     check      out  :  W ww . maxandvoltaire           . com
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To p  f i v e  e a s y  way s  to  	 Q U I T  p l a s t i c

These are  the solut ions  you would have 

heard ever y where,  but  that  i s  because they 

are  easy  to  do and make a  huge di f ference. 

Create  new habits  to  help the ear th :  keep 

bags in  your  car,  take the t ime to  have a 

coffee and constant ly  teach by leading by 

example.

1 .  Br ing a  reusable  water  bott le  wherever 

you go.

2 .  Br ing a  reusable  bag or  box when you go 

shopping

3.  Say  no to  the plast ic  st raw.

4 .  Have coffee in ,  or  br ing a  keep cup.

5 .  Only  takeaway i f  you br ing your  own 

container.

P L A S T I C  F R E E  K I TC H E N

 

I t  i s  impossible  to  go to  any supermarket  and ignore the vast  amounts  of  f resh produce wrapped in 

plast ic .  P lease te l l  me why oranges need an ar t i f ic ia l  wrapping?

Go to  farmer ’s  markets.  Not  only  is  i t  suppor t ing local  businesses,  the pr ices  tend to  be lower  and you 

have f resher  choices.

Make your  own produce bags or  buy reusable  ones.

Choose bulk  stores  i f  you have the oppor tunit y.

I f  you do not ,  p ick  the pastas  pack aged in  paper  and canned food over  plast ic  pack aging.

I f  you enjoy bubbly  water,  invest  in  a  bubble  maker  for  your  home.

I f  you do not  l ike  tap water,  invest  in  

a  f i l ter.

Switch up your  tea  bags  for  loose leaf  tea .

Also,  do you real ly  NEED those chips?  : ) 

P L A S T I C  F R E E  C LOT H I N G 

Wait ,  there  is  p last ic  in  c lothing? Unfor tunately,  Yes.  When washed,  many synthet ic  mater ia ls  re lease microf i -

bers  which do not  get  caught  by the washing machine,  and instead end up…Yes,  you guessed i t .  I n  the ocean. 

This  can be up to  4 ,500 f ibers  per  gram of  c lothing per  wash!

1 .  Buy c lothes  made out  of  100% natural  f ibers  inc luding :   cotton,  l inen,  wool ,  s i lk ,  cashmere,  jute  or  hemp.

2.  Wash the synthet ic  c lothing you own less  f requently,  on colder  sett ings  with l iquid laundr y  soap.

3 .  L ine dr y  instead of  spin  dr y  which increases  f r ic t ions  and loosens  f ibers.

4 .  Check what  your  shoes  are  made of,  and again ,  invest  in  fewer  but  higher  qual i t y  pairs .

5 .  Avoid shopping onl ine to  minimise  pack aging.

R E T H I N K  I T  A L L   E A R T H  F O C U S
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p l a s t i c  f r e e  b at h r o o m 

I f  you look into your  bathroom,  I  guaran-

tee you wi l l  have many subt le  plast ic  i tems 

around your  s ink ,  in  your  shower  and in  the 

drawers.

1 .  Switch to  bars  of  soap or  make your  own 

l iquid soap!

2 .  Choose shampoo and condit ioner  bars  to 

e l iminate  pack aging.  Or  go No poo!

3 .  Get  a  bamboo,  biodegradable  toothbrush.

4 .  Consider  gett ing rec ycled toi let  paper 

without  plast ic  pack aging.

5 .  Get  good qual i t y  metal  razors  that  last 

longer,  and shave better.

6 .  Check out  the myr iad of  zero waste  tooth-

pastes  avai lable  onl ine.

W h y  s tay  m ot i vat e d ?

 

Magnif icent  animals  such as  this  whale  shark  are  being 

found with plast ic  remains  in  their  bodies.  Studies  on 

sea bird  populat ions  have found that  79% of  Shear wa-

ter  species  have ingested plast ic !  Whi le  the amount  of 

p last ic  ingested by tur t les  var ies  bet ween species,  in 

some studies,  100% of  je l ly f ish  eat ing tur t les  had plas-

t ic  in  their  bel l ies !  Unsuspec t ingly,  even people  who 

st i l l  eat  f i sh  are  consuming these t iny  f ragments  of 

microplast ics .

As  wel l  as  endanger ing animals,  p last ic  a lso  turns  nat-

ural  beaut y ’s  into ugly  rubbish t ips.  Washing in  f rom 

the ocean or  f lowing down r ivers,  p last ic  accumulates 

a long r iver  banks,  in  forests  and on beaches.  What  used 

to  be k nown as  the f ive  ocean gyres,  are  now more 

commonly  cal led the ‘5  plast ic  gyres’.

This  i s  the only  ear th we have,  and unt i l  E lon Musk f ig-

ures  out  how to get  us  to  Mars  we have but  one choice 

to  make.  We must  f ight  for  this  p lanet ,  for  our  own chi l -

dren and a l l  the future  generat ions.

P L A S T I C  F R E E  L I F E 

Keep in  mind that  a  lot  of  p last ic  i s  h idden :  in  ju ice  car tons,  cof fee cups and most  l ids.

Be on the lookout  for  natural  a l ternat ives  :  i .e . .  Natural  compostable  or  f lushable  cat  l i t ter.

Keep Tupper ware on hand to  avoid s ingle  use containers.

Choose to  rec ycle  newspaper,  colour ful  paper  or  even c loth for  wrapping presents.

Use v inegar  as  your  mult i  purpose c leaning detergent ,  or  get  creat ive  and add  

essent ia l  o i ls  to  per fec t  your  own recipe.

I f  you smoke,  choose tobacco pouches  and paper  f i l ters .

Co o l  R e s o u rc  e s  to  C h e c k  O u t  

A Plast ic  Ocean –  a  feature - length documen-

tar y  br inging to  l i fe  the consequences  of  our 

global  l i fe  st y le.

Bag I t  –  I s  your  l i fe  too plast ic?

Trash is  for  Tossers  –  A woman with a  t iny  jar 

of  rubbish af ter  four  years.

The Ocean Cleanup –  Boyan S lat  developing 

a  method to  c lean the seas.

Ban The Bag –  get  behind pet i t ions  for  your 

countr y  or  state  to  ban plast ic  bags.

Rob Greenf ie ld  –  wear ing 30 days  wor th of 

t rash to  show our  wasteful  l i fest y le.

NoPlast icPlease -   Alexis’ bra inchi ld  with an 

A-Z l i s t  of  e l iminat ing plast ic

By  K att  Andr yskova 

my veganexper iment .com
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O ver f ishing 
and what  you can do about  i t

We l ive  on this  p lanet  cal led Ear th but  when we obser ve satel l i te  images,  wouldn’t  i t  be more 

appropr iate  to  cal l  i t  Ocean?   I ndeed,  the oceans cover ing 71% of  the Ear th's  sur face –  pr i -

mar i ly  the Paci f ic ,  the At lant ic  and the I ndian,  together  with the Arc t ic  surrounding the Nor th 

Pole  and the S outhern surrounding Antarc t ica ,  merge to  form the largest  habitat  on Ear th . 

( W WF,  2017)    Suppor t ing a  great  var iet y  of  l i fe,  our  oceans today are  under  great  threat  by 

over f ishing,  c l imate change,  mar i t ime traf f ic ,  pol lut ion and an increas ing global  populat ion. 

F ishing       methods        and    bycatch   

Several  f i shing methods are  destruc t ive  but  i t  i s  impor tant  to  note that  progress  has  been 

made over  the past  decade,  especia l ly  af ter  the broadcast  of  The End of  the L ine.   Longl ine, 

set  nets  and trawl ing are  among the most  destruc t ive  methods but  several  technological 

innovat ions  have seen the l ight  including the Tur t le  Excluder  Device  ( TED)  a l lowing the sea 

tur t le  to  escape,  which is  now used by many trawlers.   I n  the past ,  levels  of  dolphins,  tur t les 

and seabirds  were ex tremely  high.  ( W WF,  2017)  Educat ion of  mesh s izes  of  the nets,  modif ica-

t ion of  the methods used and t ime of  f i shing operat ions,  legis lat ion and monitor ing of  f i shing 

f leets,  and the increas ing awareness  of  f i shermen through educat ion are  a l l  posi t ive  changes 

being seen.  (Lewison et  a l . ,  2004)

E D U C AT I O N

Educat ion is  key.  “ Through interpretat ion, 

understanding;  through understanding, 

appreciat ion;  through appreciat ion,  protec-

t ion.” (Freeman Ti lden,  1957)

W hat   choices        can    we  

make     as   consumers        ? 

This  star ts  with  a l l  of  us  mak ing the r ight 

food choices  and thus  dr iv ing the market . 

There  are  widely  less  “popular ” f i sh  that 

are  avai lable  at  healthy rates  and can be 

caught  us ing susta inable  methods such 

as  mackerel  ( the “ tuna’s  cousin”) ,  Dab and 

anchovies.  Avoid cod,  At lant ic  sa lmon, 

pla ice,  lemon sole  and tuna.  

M S C

The blue MSC label  means i t  comes f rom a  susta in-

able  f isher y  that  has  met  the Mar ine Stewardship 

Counci l  Fisher ies  Standard which measures  the 

susta inabi l i t y  of  wi ld- capture  f isher ies  and ensures 

standards  were developed through consultat ion 

F R I E N D  O F  T H E  S E A

Fr iend of  the Sea fol lows the FAO Guidel ines  for 

the eco - label l ing of  f i sh  and f isher y  produc ts 

f rom mar ine capture  f isher ies.  Cer t i f icat ion is 

only  a l lowed for  produc ts  f rom not  overexploited 

stocks.  (Fr iend of  the S ea,  2017)

A S C

Aquaculture  Stewardship Counci l  which a ims to 

t ransform aquaculture  towards  environmental  sus-

ta inabi l i t y  and socia l  responsibi l i t y.  (ASC,  2017)

by

Laura 
Malagut i
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Let 's  Talk  about
the F  word

C an   you   guess      which      word    

starts      with     the    letter      

“ F ” and    can    occasionally          

draw    a  scowl     to  the    faces   

of   some     individuals          ? 

No,  th is  word is  not  inappropr i -

ate  enough to  not  be uttered in 

f ront  of  your  e lders,  but  a  dis-

cuss ion on the word in  quest ion 

may churn the same response.  A 

scoff,  a  shrug or  a  blatant  hush 

hush are  not  uncommon or  out 

of  order  in  terms of  reac t ions.

This  can be attr ibuted to  the fac t  that   people  s imply  do not  k now the t rue meaning of  the term ‘Fem-

inism’ and thus,  when someone who is  pass ionate about  the subjec t  campaigns or  advocates  for  i t ,  i t 

i s  understandable  that  they may come off  as  st rong indiv iduals .  I t  i s  our  bel ief  that  i f  those who do 

not  k now these def in i t ions  are  ult imately  educated about  them,  then their  percept ion of  Feminism 

can be a l tered.  They may even become Feminists  themselves. 

Let ’s  begin to  face the hard cold t ruth.  I n  a  room with an equal  quant i t y  of  young women and men, 

the quest ion was  posed:  who ident i f ies  themselves  as   feminists?  I f  you do,  ra ise  your  hand.  Only  a 

few young gir ls  ra ised their  hands,  whi le  the rest  of  the room was imbued in  an awk ward s i lence with 

puzzled looks.  The young gir ls  who ra ised their  hands represented di f ferent  countr ies,  cultures  and 

backgrounds;  however,  their  smi les  outshined these barr iers  and the s i lent  agonis ing atmosphere 

expressed by those who opposed their  ident i f icat ion when they caught  the s ights  of  the l ikeminded 

indiv iduals  in  the room.  Subsequent  to  the quest ion,  a  fur ther  s imi lar  task  daunted the young stu-

dents  to  ra ise  their  hand i f  they ident i f ied themselves  as  a  suppor ter  and bel iever  of  gender  equal-

i t y.  Without  a  second of  doubt ,  the room was f i l led with conf ident  hands of  both genders,  reaching 

for  ident i f icat ion.  This  t ime,  the s i lence fe l l  on those rare  indiv iduals  who did not  commit  to  suppor t 

such a  fundamental  human r ight .  The quest  of  th is  detai led obser vat ion displayed the bel ief  in  the 

r ight  that  a l l  indiv iduals  should be equal ly  t reated,  despite  their  gender. 

Feminism is  ca l led feminism,  not  to  devalue the impor tance of  men's  r ights,  but  to  speci f ica l ly  iden-

t i fy  females  within  the matter  of  gender  equal i t y,  s ince females’ r ights  are  the minor i t y  of  the t wo in 

today ’s  societ y.  Now,  the fac ts  according to  globalc i t izen.org is  that ,  in  most  countr ies  women only 

earn bet ween 60% and 75% of  men’s  wages -  for  the same work .  Also,  there  are  approximately  781 

mi l l ion i l l i terate  adults  wor ldwide –  t wo -thirds  are  women.  To inform the global  populat ion about 

this  val id  and ser ious  issue,  the feminist  movement  was  created to  encourage equal i t y  for  both gen-

ders,  not  to  make an indiv idual  feel  shameful  for  proudly  bel ieving in  an essent ia l  human r ight . 

We could cont inue to  ta lk  about  the fac ts  and tr y  to  convince you even more why gender  equal i t y  i s 

a  b ig  issue in  our  wor ld,  but  that ’s  not  the a im of  this  ar t ic le.  I nstead,  feel  empowered to  f ight  for  the 

just ice  of  equal  r ights  bet ween both genders,  not  just  as  a  man,  or  as  a  woman,  but  as  a  feminist . 

T he   word     is  …. F eminism     

Now before  you c lose your  laptop or  put  away this  magazine,  hear  me out . 

I  s tand as  a  pr iv i leged middle  c lass  s ix teen-year- old  who has  a  lot  to  say. 

Although,  I  am ver y  pr iv i leged and you may not  want  to  l i s ten to  me,  a  gi r l 

who has  had her  fundamental  r ights  protec ted s ince bir th ,  I  as  an indiv idual 

have witnessed injust ice  plaguing underpr iv i leged women and gir ls  wor ld-

wide ever y  s ingle  day.  I  have to  ensure that  because I  have a  voice,  that 

advantage is  taken and I  speak for  a l l  of  those who are  s i lent .  Due to  the con-

sc ience of  my soul  I  cannot  s imply  ignore this  oppor tunit y,  and now because 

I  have the benef i t  of  a  voice,  I  am going to  be heard. 

Now before  we go any fur ther  in  this  ar t ic le,  we have to  get  some things 

stra ight .  As  we a l l  k now,  terms such as  Femi-Nazi  c i rculate  when a  woman 

ident i f ies  hersel f  as  a  feminist .  This  i s  an ins inuat ion,  where women who do 

bel ieve in  Feminism think that  they are  better  than men,  hate  men and are 

aggress ive  in  advocat ing women’ r ights.

And i t  was  a lso  to  invest igate  the i r r i tabi l i t y  which fe l l  upon the room when the f -word 

was mentioned.  The same contempt most  of  you probably  feel  when you st i l l  hear  the 

f -word in  your  heads whi le  reading this  ar t ic le.  Why is  i t  that  the word feminism carr ies 

such an expensive st igmatic  label?  Truth is ,  the ac tual  def in i t ion of  Feminism is  the bel ief 

that  men and women should have equal  r ights  and oppor tunit ies.  This  covers  the exac t 

same fundamental  objec t ives  that  the word gender  equal i t y  carr ies.  Thus  many don’t 

k now their  s imi lar i t y  because of  the man-hat ing mark  that  i t  carr ies. 

By  Carol ine M yr thue & Tara  Tibbl in 
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The largest  European  
g lac ier  located in 
Switzer land,  which over  the 
last  100 years  has  shrunk 
considerably  and cont inues 
to  do so in  the present  day

The Great  Aletsch Glacier

speed   
The distance 

covered by the ice 
over  t ime in  the process 
is  the glac ier 's  velocit y. 

The velocit y  of  the Great 
Aletsch Glacier  i s  200 m 

per  year
through       
the    years     

From lef t  to  r ight , 
(above)  the three images 

show the state  of  the 
Aletsch in  1971.  1991 

and 2002.

Mea-
surements 

by the Pro Natura 
Center  Aletsch show 

that  the glac ier  i s  expe -
r iencing dramatic  abla-
t ion,  shr ink ing by up to 

50 metres  in  length 
each year

fresh     - 
water    source    

I f  th is  mass  of  ice 
melted,  i t  could supply 
ever y  s ingle  person on 
the Ear th with a  l i t re  of 
water  ever y  day for  4 .5 

years
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The Global isat ion

of  Educat ion

Let ’s  educate  the educator. 
With the competit iveness  and ex treme amountof  pressure  that  students  are  subjec t 

to  in  school  systems around the wor ld,  i t  i s  inevitable  to  wonder  i f  educat ion has 

changed f rom an enjoyable  journey into a  one -s ize - f i ts -a l l  system.  Educat ion is  and 

should be considered a  tool  with  which we can quest ion the unquest ionable.  As  you 

cont inue to  read on,  you wi l l  d iscover  ways  in  which you as  a  student  may use your 

educat ion to  modernise  the system,  which we are  forced to  enter  at  a  ver y  ear ly  age.

According to  Roma Thakur,  teenagers  today have the same anxiet y  levelas  insane 

asylum pat ients  in  the 1950s.  What  are  the consequences  of  th is?  Due to  the pres-

sure  of  achieving good grades,  chi ldren have resor ted to  cheat ing as  a  gateway. 

This  contradic ts  the real  purpose of  educat ionwhich is  to  learn and to  develop opin-

ions.  As  stated in  a  CNN pol l ,  75% out  of  a  group of  4 ,500 high school  students  have 

cheated,  with  over  hal f  d i rec t ly  plagiar is ing (50% do not  consider  copying answers 

as  cheat ing) . 

Whi le  in  the past ,  decis ions  over  the con-

duc t  of  the educat ional  systems in  schools 

were l imited to  the decis ion of  the govern-

ments.  S ince the ever- growing presence of 

the student  body in  mak ing cer ta in  decis ions 

is  becoming a  real i t y,  i t  i s  now t ime for  the 

younger  generat ion to  become proac t ive  and 

voice  their  opinions.  I f  you feel  l ike  mak ing 

a  contr ibut ion to  the development  of  your 

school ’s  educat ion system regarding cer ta in 

feas ible  aspec ts  (such as  teaching methods) ,  

i t  would be ideal  to  get  in  touch with your 

teachers  or  school  administrators  through 

e -mai l  or  even take par t  in  conversat ions  with 

the student  counci l  representat ives  ( i f  your 

school  has  any)  to  make  helpful  recommen-

dat ions  to  teachers  on how to improve the 

learning exper ience.

Along with high pressure  and expec tat ions  to  achieve,  of tenteachers  are  put  under  high 

stress  to  have their  students  do wel l  intheexams.  This  can lead teachers  to  “cheat ing the test . 

Many teacher  unions  have tr ied to  f ight  this ,  arguing that  this  can put  an immense amount 

of  unneeded pressure  on both the staf f  and the students.  This  results  in   s tudents  plac ing 

greater  emphasis  on the grade rather  than the learning process. 

A  way by which educat ion may prevent  such stress  i s  through creat ive  ar t  sk i l l s .  I t  has  been 

proven that  ar t  sk i l l s  in  educat ion have a  s igni f icant  ef fec t  on the academic  and socia l  suc-

cess  of  the students.  Ar t  sk i l l s  such as  drawing,  p laying an instrument,  paint ing and dancing 

help with stress  re l ief  and can open the door  to  posit ive  stress  management.  Those who say 

that  the ar t  sk i l l s  can restr ic t  students  f rom “core” subjec ts  are  indeed incorrec t !  Us ing data 

submitted by the state’s  publ ic  schools,  the M issour i  Depar tment  of  Educat ion has  shown that 

those with better   par t ic ipat ion in  creat ive  sk i l l s   are  more l ikely  to  come to c lass,  avoid being 

excluded and would go on to  become a  graduate.  Addit ional ly,  they demonstrated higher  pro -

f ic ienc y in  mathematics  and communicat ion.   ar ts  educat ion has  a  s igni f icant  ef fec t  on the 

academic  and socia l  success  of  the students. 

By  

Jeni  Baykoca 
L ina Ismai l 
I nes  Perez 

G aia  di  Bernardini 
&  Maddie  G atch
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I f  you are  fami l iar  with  a l ternat ive  media  and l ike  reading about  local  and ecological  in i t ia-

t ives,  you might  have heard of  K amik atsu-  a  smal l  Japanese v i l lage located in  Tokushima pre -

fec ture,  on Shikoku is land-  and i ts  Zero Waste  pol ic y.  I  had heard of  K amik atsu v i l lage and was 

intr igued by i t .  Thus,  a  few months  ago,  as  I  was  t ravel ing over  Japan,  I  decided to  go and see 

i t  with  my own eyes.  K amik atsu is  the smal lest  v i l lage of  Shikoku is land.  I t  i s  located in  the 

mountains,  40  k m south-west  f rom Tokushima.  85% of  i ts  sur face is  covered with forest .  There 

are  1600 people  l iv ing there  and 50% of  them are  over  65 years  o ld.  Despite  appearances, 

K amik atsu is  ver y  modern in  many ways,  especia l ly  in  i ts  rec ycl ing scheme,  which got  star ted 

about  23 years  ago. . .

ZERO WASTE IN K AMIK ATSU
Nowadays  in  K amik atsu 
I  get  the chance to  spend my day with Terumi 

A zuma,  a  lovely  28 years  o ld  woman work ing for 

the associat ion Zero Waste  Academy,  in  charge of 

the projec t  ( there  are  f ive  employees  in  total ) . 

She makes  me discover  the waste  sor t ing stat ion 

of  the v i l lage and i ts  45 di f ferent  categor ies  of 

b ins  ( they have added some more s ince 2002) .  As 

an example,  we f ind in  di f ferent  bins :  a luminium 

cans,  s teel  cans,  brown glass  bott les,  t ransparent 

glass  bott les,  “other  colour ” g lass  bott les,  news-

papers,  papers,  cardboard,  p last ic  bott les,  caps, 

p last ic  pack aging,  batter ies,  bulbs,  f luorescent 

lamps,  chopst icks,  make -up,  toothbrush,  c lothes. . . 

 

Concerning food,  I  learn that  ever y  household is 

equipped with i ts  own compost  bin .  The rate  of 

composted food is  a lmost  100% and the compost 

obtained is  whol ly  used as  fer t i l i ser  for  local 

crops. 

The res idents  of  the v i l lage have to  go to  the 

stat ion,  opened ever y  morning,  by  themselves 

and dispose in  each bin  their  waste -  i t  has  to  have 

been c leaned beforehand.  Each categor y  of  waste 

is  regular ly  col lec ted and sent  to  di f ferent  rec y-

c l ing centres,  or,  i f  the categor y  is  non-rec yclable, 

to  a  waste  incinerat ion plant  or  landf i l l  s i te. . . 

I n  this  way,  to  get  to  the objec t ive  of  zero 

waste  by 2020,  the smal l  team of  the Zero Waste 

Academy keeps on searching for  new ideas :  the 

creat ion of  other  categor ies  of  rec yclable  waste ;  or 

putt ing into place a  system of  col lec t ion of  points 

and random drawings with a  voucher  for  the most 

careful  res idents.  

By 
Camil le 

Baud

Timel ine of  the Zero Waste  Pol ic y
1994:  Launch of  the c i t y  waste  rec ycl ing plan ( for  environmental  reasons but  mainly  for  budget-

ar y  reasons because i t  was  cheaper  to  rec ycle  waste  than to  organise  a  system of  col lec t ion and 

disposal  of  waste) . 

 

1997-2002:  The waste  rec ycl ing rate  in  the v i l lage is  about  55% in  1998.  The sor t ing stat ion pro -

gress ively  move f rom 9 categor ies  of  rec ycl ing bins  to  22 categor ies  and to  34 categor ies  in  2002. 

 

2003:  Adoption of  the Zero Waste  Declarat ion with the a im to promote the rec ycl ing of  waste 

and the reuse of  ex ist ing resources,  by  completely  e l iminat ing waste  having to  be incinerated or 

bur ied by 2020. 

 

2004-2007:  Creat ion of  the associat ion Zero Waste  Academy and opening of  the shop and craf t 

centre  Kurukuru.

2016:  The waste  rec ycl ing rate  is  bet ween 80% and 90% ( in  compar ison,  i t  i s  about  20% is  the rest 

of  the countr y) . 
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R ais ing awareness  for 
Deforestat ion with :

The deforestat ion cr is is  has  a  major  impac t  on today ’s  societ y  and future  generat ions.  Trees  create 

biodivers i t y,  water  secur i t y,  c lean and f resh a i r !  However,  hundreds of  t rees  are  being cut  down 

ever yday.  To combat  this  ver y  press ing problem,  Ecosia  was  created!  Ecosia  is  a  search engine which 

uses  ad revenues to  plant  t rees.  As  you are  reading this ,  Ecosia  is  p lant ing one tree ever y  5  seconds! 

I n  total ,  Ecosia  has  planted 7 ,586,299 trees  and counting! 

When 9th grade students  at  Southbank I nternat ional  School  in  London heard about  this ,  they k new 

they had to  take ac t ion at  their  school !  They f i rst  star ted by researching the browser  and the pos-

s ible  impac t  i t  could have.  They then used their  research to  prepare a  presentat ion for  Grades  6 ,  7 

and 8 .  I n  the presentat ion,  the audience learned about  the global  deforestat ion cr is is ,  what  Ecosia 

is  and how they can use i t .  To give students  an incent ive  to  use Ecosia ,  a  competit ion was  created. 

For  the competit ion,  Ecosia  advocates  sent  out  a  sur vey ask ing each student  in  Grades  6 ,  7  and 8 

to  ask  their  c lass  how many trees  they have planted so far.  With those that  planted the most  t rees 

gett ing a  specia l  d iscount  for  campus lunch!  Soon more and more people  began to  download 

Ecosia ! 

I f  s tudents  changed their  search engine f rom others  such as  Google  to  Ecosia ,  th is  would donate 

t rees  each t ime a  student  searched something.  Then 80% of  the prof i ts  which they make f rom their 

search ad revenue go to  the plant ing of  t rees.  They plant  t rees  a l l  over  the wor ld,  inc luding Peru, 

I ndonesia ,  Madagascar  and in  Burk ina Faso.  I n  Burk ina Faso the Sahara  Deser t  i s  rapidly  expanding 

south and is  mak ing i t  ver y  di f f icult  for  people  to  sur vive  there.  By  plant ing trees  there,  th is  wi l l 

s top the process  of  deser t i f icat ion and restore  the fer t i le  land.  Peru has  become heavi ly  deforested 

as  i t  became a  red zone for  cocoa produc t ion.  Addit ional ly,  Ecosia  is  now work ing with local  cof fee 

and cocoa cooperat ives  to  reforest  the area and establ ish  new incomes for  local  communit ies. 

Madagascar  i s  the most  global ly  bio - diverse  hotspot .  However,  the is land has  lost  over  90% of  i ts 

forests .  To solve this  i ssue,  Ecosia  is  h i r ing v i l lagers  to  replant  the forests  so  that  wi ldl i fe  can f inal ly 

return and soi l  eros ion wi l l  s top.  Last ly,  Mount  Saran in  Borneo is  covered by natural  forests  and is 

home to many species,  such as,  the Orangutan.  There,  local  v i l lages  have formed a  group cal led the 

“Gunung Saran Lester  Foundat ion” to  create  another  a l ternat ive  to  more widely  spreading palm oi l 

produc t ion.  To help,  Ecosia  wi l l  suppor t  this  company f inancia l ly  and help the farmers’ l ivel ihoods 

by plant ing ten di f ferent  t ypes  of  t rees  such as  sugar  palm.

O veral l ,  Ecosia’s  miss ion had a  great  impac t  on Southbank ’s  school  communit y  -  which helped stu-

dents  understand and help solve the deforestat ion cr is is .  I t  had a  posit ive  impac t  on the school 

communit y  as  Ecosia  brought  people  together  to  help take ac t ion on one of  the wor ld ’s  most 

current  global  i ssues.

						      By  Cambron Wade and Vivek a Tibbl in

A Local  Economy
But ac tual ly,  the concept  of  zero waste  in  K amik atsu goes  fur ther  than just  managing waste. 

I ndeed,  the wi l l  of  the res idents  is  to  promote a  real  local  and c i rcular  economy. 

I n  that  sense,  they created a  place where the res idents  have the poss ibi l i t y  to  drop a l l  i tems 

st i l l  usable  that  they want  to  get  r id  of,  and where ever ybody can come and take them,  for  f ree. 

The shop is  ca l led “Kurukuru”,  meaning “c i rcular ” in  Japanese and i t  of fers  d ishes,  c lothes,  bags, 

books,  batter ies,  and any other  sor t  of  gadget .  Terumi  te l ls  me that  in  2016,  the i tems'  c i rculat ion 

rate  in  the shop was 90% (not  bad! ) .

M oreover,  c lothes,  futons  and other  fabr ics  col lec ted at  the sor t ing stat ion are  sent  to  the Kuruk-

uru craf t- centre,  where volunteers  re -use waste  mater ia ls ,  undo,  redo,  sew them to make modern 

c lothes,  bags,  key-r ings,  and other  accessor ies.  The creat ions  are  sold  in  the v i l lage at  ver y 

attrac t ive  pr ices.

Final ly,  res idents  of  K amik atsu t r y  to  promote local  businesses  to  attrac t  new res idents  and pre -

vent  populat ion’s  decl ine in  the v i l lage. 

For  instance,  Terumi  and her  husband opened a  new café/restaurant  three years  ago,  the “Pole -

star ”.  This  smal l  but  ver y  modern place completely  meets  the objec t ives  of  susta inabi l i t y  as 

inc luded is  the Zero Waste  Declarat ion:  the cook minimises  the vegetable  peel ings  as  much as 

poss ible ;  no paper  napk ins  are  given to  c l ients ;  dr ink ing straws are  made in  compostable  mater i -

a ls ;  receipts  are  not  pr inted;  the heat ing system is  fuel led with wood and the place is  ver y  wel l -

i solated.  Moreover,  the meals ,  dr inks,  and deser ts  are  mainly  made with ingredients  produced in 

the v i l lage ( r ice,  potatoes,  lemon (to  make the del ic ious  lemon juice  cal led “ Yuko”) ,  pumpk ins, 

maple  leaves  ( “Momij i ” )

Another  famous place in  K amik atsu is  i ts  “R ise  and Win” Brewer y,  (detai led ar t ic le  wr i t ten on the 

speci f ic  topic  https : //w w w.curbed.com/2015/8/6/9933072/japanese - ecoconscious-brewer y  ) ,  of 

which the bui lding and the furniture  is  made out  of  reused mater ia ls ,  and where the craf t  beer  is 

issue      3 7  3 1

R E T H I N K  I T  A L L   E A R T H  F O C U S



The Shadow of  the Bangles,  a  poem by R idima M itta l 

Poetr y
Sec t ion

Sitting beside the door,  p leading for  a  r ight  on my 

body Begging for  a  l i fe  to  l ive,  hopes  and tears  shoddy 

a  weeping hear t ,  ye l l ing for  merc y,  a  v is ion even worse 

Why me,  why am I  born a  gi r l ,  why am I  a  curse? 

Torn to  pieces,  my body became a  v ic t im to  lust  R aped 

with no obedience,  my soul  whipped to  dust  Treated as 

a  wor thless  objec t ,  chas ing my own hearse  Why me,  why 

am I  born a  gi r l ,  why am I  a  curse? 

Supressed,  repressed,  v io lent ly  thumped and thrashed 

Beaten,  rotten and eaten,  h is  vows and my fa i th  crashed 

I  owed my existence to  him,  made him my universe  Why 

me,  why am I  born a  gi r l ,  why am I  a  curse?

 S old to  feed a  few,  many fed me to  be sold again As 

pover t y  grew l ike  a  weed,  my sheet  had a  sta in  Traded 

for  pleasure,  b leeding to  pain ,  s t i l l  a  young verse  Why 

me,  why am I  born a  gi r l ,  why am I  a  curse? 

Perhaps I  should open the door,  lett ing sunl ight  so 

br ight  Perhaps I  should reform my fate,  s tand,  learn and 

f ight  Perhaps I  should refuse your  brutal  ac t ions  on me 

diverse  I t  i s  me,  I  am born a  gi r l  and I  am not  a  curse. 

Perhaps I  should move out ,  move on,  oppose and res ist 

Perhaps I  should compete,  my indiv idual i t y  to  pers ist 

Perhaps I  should voice  against  my own created amerce 

I t  i s  me,  I  am born a  gi r l  and I  am not  a  curse. 

 END OF THE L INE 

I n i t ia l ly  a  book by Char les 

Clover  in  2005 in  which he 

states  that  75% of  the wor ld ’s 

f i sh  stocks  are  e i ther  fu l ly 

exploited or  over- f ished,  i t 

became a  documentar y  f i lm in 

2009 reveal ing the impac t  of 

g lobal  over f ishing. 

I t  examined the ex t inc t ion of 

the Bluef in  tuna essent ia l ly 

t r iggered by the increas ing 

Western demand for  sushi , 

the vast  impac t  on mar ine l i fe 

of  the overpopulat ion of  je l ly-

f ish  due to  pol lut ion,  and the 

profound impl icat ions  of  a 

future  wor ld  with no f ish

Release Date: June 12, 2009

Genre: 	 Documentary

Director: Rupert Murray

Writer: Charles Clover

Cast: Ted Danson

Studio: 	 Arcane Pictures, Calm Produc-

tions, Dartmouth Films 

 COWSPIRACY  

 

Reveals  a  previously  largely 

unmentioned contr ibutor  to 

c l imate change,  that  being 

beef  produc t ion and other 

animal  farming ac t iv i t ies. 

Some of  the fac ts  brought  to 

l ight  are  that  Chickens,  tur-

keys  pigs  and cows are  col lec-

t ively  the largest  producers  of 

methane in  the U.S . . .  Methane 

is  20x more power ful  at  t rap -

ping heat  in  the ear th's  atmo -

sphere than carbon dioxide.

Release Date: September 15, 2015 

Genre: 	 Documentary

Director: Kip Andersen, Keegan Kuhn

Writer: Kip Andersen, Keegan Kuhn

Cast: Kip Andersen

Studio: 	 A.U.M. Films; First Spark Media

 BEFORE THE FLOOD  

 

The press ing issue of  c l imate 

change has  produced contro -

vers ia l  debates  among schol-

ars ,  pol i t ic ians,  and sc ient ists 

a l l  around the globe. 

Before  the Flood,  a  documen-

tar y  by Leonardo DiCapr io,  in 

col laborat ion with Nat ional 

Geographic,  incorporates  key 

fac tors  in  the debate on Cl i -

mate Change and does  so in  a 

ver y  f luent  manner. 

Review cont inued on nex t 

page

Release Date: July 16, 2010

Genre: 	 Documentary

Director: Leonardo DiCaprio

Writer: Christopher Nolan

Cast: Leonardo DiCaprio, Ken Wata

Studio: 	 Warner Brothers
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Valer ie  spends the year  f inding key-note speakers  to  st imulate  the students,  people  who have 

bel ieved in  their  cause and worked hard to  achieve i t  wi l l  come to share  and speak ,  te l l  their 

s tor y  which can be ver y  moving and sometimes ver y  shock ing,  answer  quest ions  and they br ing a 

breath of  f resh,  committed and st imulat ing f resh a i r.   Their  examples  are  to  be fol lowed and how 

better  than to  meet ,  speak and fol low these incredibly  brave people?

This  year  we went  f rom Wiser  Gir ls  School  in  Kenya with Andrew Cunningham to juggl ing and 

t ight-rope walk ing in  Afghanistan,  escaping f rom genocide in  R wanda,  sur viv ing the Tsunami  in 

Sr i  Lank a causing tragedy and posit ive  ac t ion,  helping gir ls  and women in  Burundi  and more.  The 

students  were inspired and announced their  p lans  for  ac t ion in  the coming year.   Each GIN group 

a lso held a  workshop on the subjec t  that  they wished to  share.  These young people  wi l l  be  ac t ive 

wor ld  c i t izens. 

We a l l  look for ward to  the nex t  GIN conference. 

By  N icola  Spafford Furey

Back to  Luxembourg 22 March 2017,  f rom Geneva,  Switzer land you have the impress ion that  Luxem-

bourg is  not  far,  wel l  when they take of f  the t ra ins  f rom Basel ,  nor thern Switzer land,  to  Luxembourg 

and you learn that  i t  wi l l  take more than nine hours  and f ive  changes,  that  you can go v ia  Par is  – 

another  e ight  hours  or  f ly  for  a  for tune –  dr ive  for  f ive  and a  hal f  hours  –  wel l  we drove,  and though 

i t  took longer  we eventual ly  got  there.  I ,  personal ly,  have attended quite  a  few of  the 12 GIN confer-

ences,  in  fac t  helped organise  t wo in  Geneva in  2009 and 2010,  each t ime i t  i s  a  new and invigorat ing 

exper ience.  

Valer ie  Isbeque does  a  fabulous  job that  leaves,  each year,  around three to  four  hundred young high 

school  students,  of  a l l  d i f ferent  nat ional i t ies,  with  posit ive  memories  and values  that  wi l l  last  them 

for  l i fe.   With the pr iv i lege of  attending an internat ional  school  in  their  own countr y  or  a  foreign 

countr y  these young people  a l ready have an exper ience of  internat ional  l iv ing through their  parents 

and teachers.  The annual  v is i t  to  Global  I ssues  Net work (GIN)  conference,  i f  you have belonged to  the 

GIN group in  your  school ,  worked together  to  develop projec ts,  ra ised money for  a  cause or  been to 

ass ist  others  you wi l l  understand GIN. 

Detai led Review -  Before  the Floodby M i l l i  Ehr inghaus 

The produc t ion is  charac ter ized by the famous paint ing The G arden of  Ear thly  Del ights  by H iero -

nymus Bosch.  From the G arden of  Eden,  to  the second panel  which depic ts  over-populat ion and 

excess,  and then to  the last  panel  which shows mass ive  decayed landscapes.  This  sets  the tone 

for  the direc t ion in  which the f i lm is  headed.  I n  this  produc t ion DiCapr io  t ravels  a l l  over  the 

globe to  invest igate  the damage done to  our  Planet .  DiCapr io,  does  this  under  the name of  the 

United Nat ions  Messenger  of  Peace on Cl imate Change.  Footage of  the Par is  Cl imate Summit  in 

2015,  shows the col laborat ion of  the global  communit y  in  ef for ts  to  f ind a  solut ion to  global 

warming,  a l though i t  may seem l ike  a  step for ward,  DiCapr io  quest ions  whether  i t  i s  enough. 

DiCapr io  addresses  issues  such as  pover t y  in  I ndia ,  destruc t ion of  ra inforests  due to  our  immense 

palm oi l  consumption,  the destruc t ion of  coral  reefs  a l l  over  the Planet ,  the endangerment  of 

species  and the r ise  of  sea  level . 

DiCapr io  admits  a  pess imist ic  att i tude towards  the issue of  c l imate change in  the opening of  the 

documentar y,  which lets  h im relate  to  the major i t y  of  the global  populat ion.  However,  th is  pes-

s imist ic  att i tude is  t ranslated into some form of  fa i th  and hope at  the end of  the f i lm,  whi lst  st i l l 

maintaining the urgenc y of  the issue at  hand.  DiCapr io  speaks  of  a  g lobal  nat ion whose responsi -

bi l i t y  l ies  in  a  major  t ransi t ion towards  renewable  energy and stopping foss i l  fuel  consumption. 

Another  dist inc t ive  point  DiCapr io  makes  is  the cr i t ique on the USA.  This  becomes apparent  with 

his  v is i t  to  I ndia ,  where he discusses  the advantages  of  renewable  energy versus  the disadvan-

tages  of  coal .  The issues  of  mass  consumption and a  cer ta in  l i fest y le  that  the US populat ion has 

grown accustomed to appears  to  be a  major  fac tor  in  creat ing Greenhouse G ases.  The US is  por-

trayed as  hypocr i t ica l ;  whi le  expec t ing developing countr ies  to  switch to  renewable  energy, 

they have the largest  consumption of  Foss i l  Fuels  around the globe.  M oreover,  DiCapr io  himsel f 

c la ims responsibi l i t y  for  par tak ing in  this  luxur ious  l i fest y le,  which br ings  v iewers  c loser  to  him 

and provokes  sympathy to  an ex tent .  Engaging users  in  the sense,  that  they should not  feel  bad 

in  what  l i fest y le  they are  par tak ing,  as  long as  they are  wi l l ing to  change and grow with this  new 

awareness. 

Although the produc t ion was ver y  informative and educated,  the k nowledge presented was 

not  new.  Before  the Flood showed i tse l f  to  be a  convincing produc t ion.  I t  depic ts  the problem 

clear ly,  when referr ing to  the corrupt ion within  our  system which tr iggers  and maintains  the f low 

of  fa lse  information,  based on corporate  interests .  This  l ink ,  in  par t icular  demonstrates  to  what 

ex tent  we as  ‘normal ’ c i t izens  are  being corrupted on a  much higher  level  and the need to  not 

feed this  corrupt ion becomes apparent
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MATCHING ENERGY SOURCES
Can you te l l  which photos  represent  which Energy source?  Draw l ines  to  match each one and 

test  your  k nowledge.

1 						      A

2 							       B

3 						      C

4							       D

5						      E

6 							       F

C lean
Energy

GEOTHERMAL
One of  the most  ef f ic ient 

methods for  generat ing 

power  and heat .  Pump 

cold water  down,  and as 

i t  h i ts  hot  layers  of  rock-

steam comes up.  Unfor-

tunately  only  feasable  in 

volcanic  areas.

T IDAL /  WAVES
Var ious  concepts  have 

been tested,  a  large 

scale  rol lout  of  the tech-

nology is  st i l l  to  be seen.

WOOD PELLE TS
Var ious  fa l len branches 

and other  bio -waste  is 

compressed into pel lets 

that  provide heat ing. 

New trees  are  planted to 

of fset  the CO2 re leased.

Truly  Renewable  Sources. 
When told  that  this  or  the other  is  a  form of 

c lean energy what  is  real ly  meant .  How can 

nuclear  power  be descr ibed as  c lean when 

i t  leaves  behind tonnes of  radioac t ive  waste 

whose storage t i l l  now has  not  been resolved.

H ydro - elec tr ic  power  is  a lso  considered c lean 

though the adverse  impac t  on local  environ-

ment  has  been wel l  documented

The quest ion is  rather  is  i t  susta inable.

Answers.

1c, 2e, 3b, 4 a, 5 f, 6 d

Solar

Coal

Nuclear 

G as

Oi l

H ydro
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Jacque Fresco (March 13, 
1916 –  M ay 18,  2017)  i s 
the founder  of  The Venus 
Projec t .  A  cont inuing ef for t 
to  implement  a  def ined 
v is ion for  a  peaceful  and 
prosper ious  wor ld.

T he   venus      project     

The Venus Projec t  ref lec ts  the cul -

minat ion of  M r.  Fresco’s  l i fe  work : 

the integrat ion of  the best  of  sc i -

ence and technology into a  com-

prehensive plan for  a  new societ y 

based on human and environmen-

tal  concern.  I t  i s  a  g lobal  v is ion of 

hope for  the future  of  humank ind 

in  our  technological  age

Automated      

Construction            S ystem   

A mult i - func t ion unit 

machine is  used to  l i f t  and 

later  inser t  prefabr icated 

housing components  into a 

suppor t  st ruc ture.  Although 

these prefabr icated units  are 

composed of  standard com-

ponents,  they are  of  a  mod-

ular  des ign with such a  wide 

and diverse  array  as  to  a l low 

maximum indiv idual  expres-

s ion in  inter ior  des ign and 

décor. 

R oxanne      meadows     

From 1975 to  the present ,  Roxanne Meadows has  worked to  develop 

and promote The Venus Projec t  and par t ic ipated in  the ex ter ior  and 

inter ior  des ign and construc t ion of  the bui ldings  of  The Venus Proj -

ec t ’s  21-acre  research and planning center.  (p ic tured top lef t )

As  a  futur ist  present ing the a ims of  The Venus Projec t ,  Ms.  Meadows, 

a long with M r.  Fresco,  has  lec tured at  conferences  and seminars  in 

over  20 countr ies  around the wor ld.

F IND OUT 
MORE:

THE.VENUSPROJEC T.
COM
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Adress ing 
root  causes

For  more 

information:

To have real  change 

not  only  is  humani-

tar ian a id  needed but 

a  evolut ion of  the 

internat ional  system.

Not  just  apply ing 

band-aids  but  deal ing 

with the root  causes.

These are  just  some 

of  the in i t iat ives  play 

an impor tant  role  in 

this  process. 

"  Ecocide is  the ex tensive 

damage to,  destruc t ion of 

or  loss  of  ecosystem(s)  of  a 

given terr i tor y,  whether  by 

human agenc y or  by  other 

causes,  to  such an ex tent  that 

peaceful  enjoyment  by the 

inhabitants  of  that  terr i tor y 

has  been or  wi l l  be  severely 

diminished.  " 

This  i s  the def in i t ion pre -

sented by Pol ly  H iggins.  the 

a im is  to  add i t  to  the Rome 

statute  which a l ready sets 

out  four  Cr imes Against  Peace 

and the I nternat ional  Cr imi-

nal  Cour t  to  enforce them.  A 

mock tr ia l  in  the UK Supreme 

Cour t  has  a l ready demon-

strated that  Ecocide law 

works.

Af ter  the horrors  of  Wor ld 

War  I I ,  E leanor  Roosevelt  and 

many others  internat ional ly 

came up with a  plan for  peace 

and prosper i t y  for  people 

in  a l l  countr ies  based upon 

fundamental  human r ights. 

This  plan is  embodied in  the 

famous Universal  Declarat ion 

of  Human R ights. 

Unfor tunately,  th is  p lan of 

r ights  for  a l l  has  never  been 

ful ly  implemented.   Unite  for 

R ights  is  a  non- governmen-

tal  organizat ion that  i s  help -

ing to  implement  this  p lan by 

unit ing people,  businesses 

and governments  to  draf t  a 

Global  B i l l  of  R ights,  a  l i s t  of 

fundamental  human r ights 

enforceable  in  the cour ts  of 

a l l  countr ies.  By  K i rk  Boyd

IN IT IATIVES IN FOCUS
FOUR IMPOR TANT INITIATIVES PROMOTING POSITIVE CHANGE

The Global  Campaign on M i l -

i tar y  Spending (GCOMS)  is 

an internat ional  campaign 

founded in  December  2014 

and promoted by the I nter-

nat ional  Peace Bureau led by 

Col in  Archer

The main a im is  to  reduce 

the global  mi l i tar y  spend-

ing thanks  to  the coopera-

t ive  works  made by the organ-

isat ions  of  c iv i l  societ y.  Now-

adays,  more the 100 orga-

nizat ions  f rom 35 di f fer-

ent  nat ions  have jo ined the 

campaign.

The GCOMS is  run by a  steer-

ing group of  ac t iv ists  f rom 

al l  over  wor ld,  and is  coordi-

nated by the Center  of  Peace 

Studies  J .M.Delàs  in  Barcelona

The UN Char ter  begins  on the 

promis ing opening words :  “ We 

the peoples.” However,  one 

wi l l  seek in  vain  for  any c lause 

in  the document  that  speci -

f ies  a  means by which ordi -

nar y  people  can play  a  role  in 

decis ion-mak ing.

The Campaign for  a  United 

Nat ions  Par l iamentar y  Assem-

bly  is  a  g lobal  net work of  par-

l iamentar ians,  non- govern-

mental  organizat ions,  schol-

ars ,  and dedicated c i t izens 

that  advocates  democrat ic 

representat ion of  the wor ld 's 

c i t izens  at  the United Nat ions. 

A  United Nat ions  Par l iamen-

tar y  Assembly,  UNPA,  for  the 

f i rst  t ime would give e lec ted 

c i t izen representat ives,  a 

d i rec t  a  role  in  global  pol ic y. 

Founded by Andreas  Bummel

ERADICATING 

ECOCIDE

http://eradicat inge -

cocide.com/

 

UNITE FOR RIGHTS 

http://w w w.unitefor-

r ights.org/

GCOMS CAMPAIGN

http://demil i tar ize.

org/

UNPA CAMPAIGN

http://

en.unpacampaign.

org/

T E E N A G E  M A G A Z I N E  S E C T I O N  N A M E S E C T I O N  N A M E  T E E N A G E  M A G A Z I N E
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New Roots  Cooperat ive  Farm

Sustainable  Farming and Empowerment  of  New Amer icans  in  Maine 

by Anne Ehr inghaus 
 

Maine,  A  State  tucked in  the Far  Nor theast  Corner  of  the US,  i s  the whitest  ( in  terms of  R ace) , 

the oldest  and one of  the poorest  states  in  the nat ion.  M ost  H igh school  and Univers i t y  Gradu-

ates  leave the state  to  f ind jobs  and make money e lsewhere,  causing a  much c i ted “brain  drain ,” 

a  lack  of  much needed entrepreneur ia l  spir i t .  Tradit ional ly  a  state  that  bui l t  i ts  economy on nat-

ural  resources,  i t  s t ruggles  now with a  lack  of  manpower  to  work  the farmland that  used to  sus-

ta in  the people  of  Maine. 

Maine a lso has  a  growing populat ion of  S omal is  who f led their  war torn countr y.  They br ing 

ethnic  and re l igious  divers i t y  to  the State  and contr ibute largely  by star t ing their  own busi -

nesses.  They fol low a  nat ionwide trend of  immigrants  who are  more than t wice as  l ikely  to  star t 

a  business  as  the Nat ive -born (newamericaneconomy.org) .  M any S omal ians,  amongst  them a 

s igni f icant  number  of  women,  used to  be farmers  in  their  home countr y,  and so some ini t ia-

t ives  were created to  help Somal ians  farm land and contr ibute to  communit ies  by  growing 

vegetables. 

These in i t iat ives  are  susta inable  on many di f ferent  levels  and have been ver y  successful .  They 

contr ibute cultural ly,  because they help S omal ians  use their  sk i l l s  and thus,  help them to gain 

conf idence in  their  new home by bui lding on to  exist ing tradit ions.  They a lso suppor t  Commu-

nit y  outreach and bui ld  br idges  bet ween immigrants  and other  communit y  members. 

Programs l ike  the New Roots  Co - op Farm also make sense economical ly,  because they suppor t 

se l f - re l iance and independence.  They strengthen the economy by growing and sel l ing produce 

local ly.  As  a  result ,  the produce is  f resher,  more nutr i t ious  and the Carbon footpr int  i s  largely 

reduced by shor t  ways  of  t ranspor tat ion.  And –  last ,  but  not  least  –  the farmland is  preser ved 

and can cont inue to  susta in  a l l  people  of  Maine.

What  are  the impl icat ions  of  th is  example in  a  global  contex t?

Dif ference is  good.  To embrace and be open to  i t  means to  a l low change for  the better.  To 

change the att i tude about  “ the other ” must  star t  with  those who are  in  the major i t y,  those 

who are  tempted by xenophobia ,  those who are  in  power.  When migrat ion is  accepted as 

par t  of  the human existence,  we can move beyond boundar ies  and can create  t ruly  susta in-

able  and empower ing communit ies,  who benef i t  ever yone.  I mmigrat ion can be a  great  force 

to  br ing people  together  i f  we give i t  a  chance.  I t  br ings  needed resources  and sk i l l s  and pro -

vide oppor tunit ies  for  posit ive  and construc t ive  growth.  To capita l ize  on these sk i l l s ,  there 

neeed to  be resource and sk i l l s -based immigrat ion pol ic ies  in  place.   Before  we ask  about  the 

countr y  of  or igin ,  we should ask  and screen the speci f ic  sk i l l s  which are  brought  to  the new 

countr y.

The new Roots  Cooperat ive  Farm is  a  success  stor y  of  a  smar t  program implementat ion that 

connec ts  wth a l l  s takeholders :  The communit y,  The Somal ian farmers,  the ferderal ,  s tate  and 

local  agemcies.  More of  these mult ipronged col laborat ions  should be created and encouraged 

on a  local ,  nat ional  and global  level .  Suppor t ,  led by mult icultural  Staf f  -   should be on s i te  to 

address  issues  when they ar ise  and not  when i t  i s  too late.

I n  conclus ion,  the f i rst  step is  that  we need to  learn more about  each other  and each oth-

er ’s  culture  instead of  jumping to  conclus ions  and assumptions.  as  tempting as  i t  may be.  I t  i s 

essent ia l  to  understand as  much as  poss ible  about  the cultural  background of  ourselves  and 

“ the other.” That  means we need to  become cultural ly  intel l igent  and increase awareness.  I f 

we employ a  posit iove att i tude towards  “ the other,” we can move beyond boundar ies  and see 

the oppor tunit ies  and the r ichness  that  divers i t y  br ings.  Who says  that  “handl ing the refu-

gee cr is is” has  to  be a  panic  reac t ion as  i t  so  of ten is?  What  prevents  the receiv ing countr ies 

as  seeing i t  as  a  great  gi f t?  With a  posit ive  mindset ,  immigrat ion can help societ ies  to  become 

more prosperous,  more v iv id,  more a l ive  and more susta inable.  I t  can be a  proac t ive  process 

in  which countr ies  evaluate  their  needed sk i l l s  and then recruit  matching immigrants  or  t ra in 

them accordingly.  I t  cer ta inly  enr iches  Maine and many other  par ts  in  this  wor ld.  I mmigrat ion 

done r ight  wi l l  create  a  more peaceful  and safer  wor ld.  Let ’s  not  f ight  i t .  Let ’s  embrace i t . 
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The Human 
R ights  Div ide

While in  1948,  with  the adoption of  the Universal  Declarat ion of  Human R ights  there  was  over-

whelming suppor t  for  the hol ist ic  idea that  human r ights  were universal  and interdependent . 

Unfor tunately,  the declarat ion could not  be invoked by indiv iduals  before  a  cour t  of  law.

This  meant  that  there  was  no way to  keep countr ies  commited to  those pr inciples.  Nothing 

could be done unt i l  a  new document  was  agreed to,  not  just  a  declarat ion but  a  covenant ,  

carr y ing legal  weight . 

However,  by  the t ime the f i rst  covenants  were agreed to  in  1966,  the wor ld  was  at  the height  of 

the Cold War.  East  vs  West  so  to  speak ,  which was  ref lec ted in  the f ie ld  of  Human R ights  as  wel l . 

hence t wo separate  Covenants  were adopted: 

The United States  and i ts  a l l ies 

pr ior i t ised a  set  of  r ights  that 

resulted in :  

 

The I nternat ional  Covenant 
on Civ i l  and Pol i t ica l  R ights 

These focused on issues  such as 

"Freedom of  Express ion"  or  " the 

prohibit ion of  arbitrar y  ar rest".  

 

Or  the r ight  to  hold peaceful  

protests  to  demand accoutabi l i t y 

f rom government  of f ic ia ls .

The S oviet  Union and i t ' s  a l l ies  backed a  

d i f ferent  approach,  ref lec ted in :  

 
" The I nternat ional  Covenant  on  
Economic,  Socia l  and Cultural 
R ights" 

which brought  for ward a  di f ferent  set  of 

r ights  not  included in  the Western backed 

document. 

These included the r ight  to  shelter,  food, 

healthcare,  employment  and educat ion.  

Arguably,  just  as  impor tant .

O ver  t ime,  addit ional  t reat ies  were 

added such as  the convent ion 

against  tor ture,  the convent ion on 

the r ights  of  the chi ld,  and many 

others,  each with their  own  

committees  and procedures.

The whole  setup is  rather  complex, 

however,  the in i t ia l  d iv is ion st i l l 

ra ises  quest ions  whether  a  stream-

l in ing is  in  order  to  make i t  more 

accesible  to  the average person. 

Poss ibly  by condensing ever ything 

into a  s ingle  new document  or 

"super  t reat y".

The Current  Human R ights  System

 EAR TH FOCUS FOUNDATION UPDATES
sustainabus           project        update    :

Progress  cont inues  on the Sustaina-

bus projec t .  A  mobi le  exhibit ion show-

cas ing pr inciples  of  susta inabi l i t y.  Cur-

rent ly  detai led plans  are  being drawn up 

for  the var ious  inter ior  exhibit ions.  Nex t 

the insta l lat ion process  wi l l  begin.  Most 

recent ly,  the permaculture  exhibit  has 

been def ined.  Find out  more: 

Susta inabus.org

by 
Mar t in 
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Your  Ad Here

Ear th Focus  Foundat ion,  53 ,  rue Ancienne,  1227  
Carouge,  Switzer land
For  more information see:  w w w.ear thfocusfoundat ion.org
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